
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H453 January 12, 2017 
I know that Betsy is up to the chal-

lenge of ensuring our children are pre-
pared to compete and thrive in our 
ever-changing world. 

f 

REPEAL OF THE AFFORDABLE 
CARE ACT 

(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, for over 
6 years, we have watched House Repub-
licans attack the Affordable Care Act. 
The law may not be perfect, but Repub-
licans can’t ignore the fact that the 
ACA has allowed 30 million Americans 
to access affordable health care. 

Calls and emails have poured into my 
office from my constituents who are 
begging me to do everything in my 
power to protect their health care and 
to strengthen the ACA. Earlier this 
week I received an email from Brian in 
San Bernardino, who shared that his 
wife didn’t have insurance before the 
ACA. When the law went into effect, 
she had a physical, whereby doctors 
discovered she had ovarian cancer. It 
was caught early and treated, and now 
she is living healthy in San 
Bernardino. If she had not obtained 
health insurance through the ACA, she 
wouldn’t have had a preventative 
screening, which saved her life. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot strip 30 mil-
lion people of their health care. We 
cannot look people in the eyes and say 
we are doing everything we can to help 
them if we allow insurance companies 
to discriminate against them and to 
cap their coverage. I will not com-
promise their health care or our future, 
and neither should you. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF NOMINATION OF 
SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 
BETSY DEVOS 
(Mr. MOOLENAAR asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of the nomination of 
Betsy DeVos, of my home State of 
Michigan, to be the next Secretary of 
Education. 

She shares our belief that all chil-
dren should have the opportunity to 
learn in a world-class environment and 
that they, along with their parents, 
should be able to choose the schools 
that are best for them. In Michigan, 
she has improved learning opportuni-
ties for students from low-income 
backgrounds all across the State. She 
knows that local control plays a key 
role in an educator’s ability to tailor 
lesson plans that best provide the edu-
cation for our students. 

For decades, Betsy DeVos has worked 
tirelessly on education issues, and she 
has been a champion for parents and 
students. As a parent of six children 
who have attended public schools, I am 
confident that she will do an out-
standing job as our next Secretary of 
Education. 

REPEAL OF THE AFFORDABLE 
CARE ACT 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow, 
this House, the people’s House, will 
vote to take the first step in a blindly 
ideological crusade to break our entire 
healthcare system and rip health insur-
ance away from more than 20 million 
Americans. 

Repeal would cripple our Nation’s 
hospitals and create a $723 million 
budget shortfall in my congressional 
district alone, resulting in countless 
job losses across our great country. Re-
peal would return everyone to the days 
of big insurance companies and their 
denying of needed care due to annual 
and lifetime limits on coverage. Repeal 
would mean higher costs for individ-
uals who seek routine preventative 
care, like mammograms or birth con-
trol. 

This is not what the people want. 
People are sick and tired of Repub-
licans playing political games with 
their health care. The Affordable Care 
Act is not perfect. Deductibles, out-of- 
pocket costs, and prescription drug 
prices are still too high for many work-
ing families. People are frustrated 
when they are faced with narrow net-
works or surprise medical bills. 

Unfortunately, these are not the 
problems that Republicans are focused 
on fixing. In fact, the only problem Re-
publicans seem to be trying to solve is 
that too many people have health in-
surance. Republicans want to roll back 
the progress that has been made and 
create a healthcare system that elimi-
nates the guarantees of affordable cov-
erage, by which families will face even 
higher deductibles and copays—a con-
cept they euphemistically call ‘‘skin in 
the game,’’ and those with preexisting 
conditions, including expectant moth-
ers, would again face a closed door in-
stead of care. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this week we observed National Human 
Trafficking Awareness Day, and we 
continue to shine a light on this mod-
ern form of slavery. As a part of that 
effort, I am cosponsoring the Traf-
ficking Survivors Relief Act, which is 
the next step in helping the victims of 
human trafficking. 

The heinous practice of human traf-
ficking exploits young girls and boys. 
These victims are oftentimes our most 
vulnerable and are taken advantage of 
by those with no regard for their well- 
being. The Trafficking Survivors Relief 
Act will allow victims to petition 
courts to have their criminal records 
cleared of nonviolent offenses that 

were committed as a direct result of 
being trapped in human trafficking. It 
is a very important step, Mr. Speaker, 
in helping these individuals get the op-
portunity to return to living fulfilling 
lives on their own terms and getting 
the fresh start that they deserve. 

No man, woman, girl, or boy should 
ever be subjected to sex trafficking. We 
must remain vigilant in our fight 
against this crime and ensure that the 
victims receive the support and re-
sources they need because, together, 
we can stop human trafficking. 

f 

REPEAL OF THE AFFORDABLE 
CARE ACT 

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
for the first time as a Member of Con-
gress to discuss an issue that is at the 
forefront of the American conscience 
and is one that I care deeply about: 
protecting and improving the Afford-
able Care Act. 

Today, over 45,000 of my constituents 
have access to reliable, affordable 
healthcare coverage thanks to the Af-
fordable Care Act. These are seniors 
who would otherwise be unable to af-
ford their prescription drugs. These are 
working families who no longer have to 
worry about being one illness away 
from bankruptcy. These are children 
who have been born with birth defects 
who would have previously been denied 
coverage for having a preexisting con-
dition or reached their lifetime limits 
before they even started school. 

What concerns me most is this effort 
to repeal the Affordable Care Act with-
out putting forth any sort of replace-
ment. This will have real consequences 
for American families, and it is simply 
reckless governance. We cannot play 
politics with 20 million American lives 
who depend on the Affordable Care Act 
for access to quality, affordable health 
care. This is not a game. 

f 

b 1800 

WSAV GENERAL MANAGER 
RETIRING 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Ms. Deb 
Thompson, who recently retired as gen-
eral manager of WSAV News Station in 
Savannah, Georgia. 

Ms. Thompson began working with 
WSAV in 2005. She moved to Savannah 
from Dallas, Texas, and started her 
outstanding career bringing news to 
our local community as a sales man-
ager for the station. 

Her dedication and passion for the 
Savannah community made her a per-
fect fit for the job, and she quickly 
moved to general manager of WSAV in 
2009. An example of this passion was 
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